Strategies for the Storage of DNA T here has been a spate of discussions in recent months (and years) on the topic of methods necessary to optimize the storage of DNA. This discussion is of paramount importance to epidemiological, genetic, and clinical databases and to the forensic sciences. DNA, while generally considered a relatively stable macromolecule when purifi ed and stored dry, is also very susceptible to water (even moisture) that may cause hydrolysis, to sample and environmentally derived DNAses, ionizing radiation including ultraviolet light, free radicals, and a host of other destabilizing conditions (i.e., thermal cycling).
